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Defining primary prevention 
strategies
Primary prevention strategies: 
•are implemented before the problem 

ever occurs; and
•aim to lessen the likelihood of boys 

and men using violence in the first 
place or girls and women suffering 
violence in the first place.



Closing the gap 
in a generation
Health equity through 
action on the social 
determinants of health

World Health Organization 
Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health 
Final report 2009



Closing the gap in a generation

Gender inequities are pervasive in all 
societies. Gender biases in power, resources, 
entitlements, norms and values, and the way 
in which organizations are structured and 
programmes are run damage the health of 
millions of girls and women.

WHO 2009, Closing the gap in a generation



“The kids saw it all. I was grabbed by the 
hair and he slammed my head into the 
shed wall. I fell and while I was on the 
ground he kicked me. Now the kids and 
I all sleep in the lounge. We are afraid he 
will break in and hurt us.”

Karen

“If someone knocked on the door when 
I was arguing with my wife, I could stop 
mid-sentence – I would instantly 
become MISTER NICE GUY. The second 
they left it was like turning a tape 
recorder back on – I could start 
EXACTLY where I left off.”

George

“I moved out of the refuge, I am gradually 
coming off the medication and getting out 
more, to the parents’ club at the school 
and things like that. I could never have 
done that when I was with my ex – he just 
didn’t let me go anywhere.”

Angela



Development of an 
evidence based  
framework to inform 
government 
planning to prevent 
violence against 
women







…one factor remains constant 
in any framework that seeks to 
explain violence against 
women….



Tertiary response: 
Systems that respond 
to violence against 
women after it has 
occurred (e.g. crisis 
centres, police 
response, criminal 
justice responses)

45% of 
homicides are 
women killed 

by male 
partners

1 in 5 
experience 

sexual violence 
after age of 15

1in 3  
experience

intimate 
partner 

violence 
after age of 

15

Intimate partner 
violence – greatest 

contributor to 
women’s poor health 

(aged 15-44)

Economic cost 
approx 

$13 billion 
dollars (AUD)



Equal and 
respectful 

relationships

Reducing effects 
of prior exposure 

to violence

Mobilised 
communities 

and 
leadership to 
prevent VAW



INSERT schools and young people 
images



Social marketing



Soul City

Garth Japhet, 
former CEO



Australian Football League

INSERT AFL R&R logo, 
AFL logo









AFL’s Respect & Responsibility program

“We need to shift attitudes 
that have been embedded 
in the industry for a long, 
long time… making it clear 
that behaviour that 
demeans, harasses or 
harms women will not be 
part of this sporting code”

Andrew Demetriou, CEO, AFL



AFL management

AFL clubs and players

State league clubs 
and management

Community and 
society

Community clubs 
and management

AFL as a social change vehicle

http://www.greensboroughfc.com/�
http://www.heidelbergfc.com.au/�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?c=0-3913-48158-0-0�
http://www.montmorencyfootballclub.com.au/�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48188&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48188&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48161&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48161&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48172&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48172&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48178&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48178&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�


AFL Father’s Day Campaign

1 min 30 sec

4 min 30 sec



AFL management

AFL clubs and players

State league clubs 
and management

Community and 
society

Community clubs 
and management

AFL as a social change vehicle

http://www.greensboroughfc.com/�
http://www.heidelbergfc.com.au/�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?c=0-3913-48158-0-0�
http://www.montmorencyfootballclub.com.au/�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48188&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48188&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48161&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48161&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48172&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48172&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�
http://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48178&c=1-3913-0-0-0%20%3Chttp://www.sportingpulse.com/club_info.cgi?clubID=48178&c=1-3913-0-0-0%3E�




“…This policy tells us to 
look into the heart of 
our Game and into the 
culture of football and 
see what needs to 
change…”

Andrew Demetriou, CEO, Australian Football League



Ground announcement
Jonathon Brown, Captain, Brisbane Lions



Fair Game: Respect Matters



Coaching Boys into Men



The challenges
“Young boys and men who go to clubs in 
[club location] to play sport should not be 
manipulated… I have two boys. They are not 
guilty of any crimes, and nor should they be 
profiled by politically correct social engineers 
to be made to feel guilty. What next? Littering 
classes or gay tolerance programs?... 

Moreover, brainwashing masquerading as a 
noble social cause is socially and politically 
dangerous.”



Dear Sir,

Unfortunately your understanding of this issue in the 
community does not take into consideration the facts. 
What we know is, that in spite of what may have been 
taught in the home, when a group of people come 
together, they will take on attitudes, values, social 
norms and behaviours that are sanctioned by the 
group members… 

I will not stand by and do nothing. Moreover, I expect 
others, such as yourself and your sons to stand up and 
say violence towards women is wrong. 

Kindest regards,
Mayor, [inner city] Council



“What we’ve known for years is the health 
impact, and the physical and social and 
economic consequences of VAW.
Now we have the data. We know how much it 
costs, we know how much it hurts, we know 
how to respond to it and we know how to 
prevent it.
What we have to do now together is get on 
with it.”

Lyn Walker, Executive Manager 
Participation and Equity for Health Unit
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