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Background

• Conflict and sexual violence
– Rape
– Forced prostitution and sexual slavery
– Forced marriage
– Sexual exploitation

• Affects women and girls, men and boys
– Refugees
– IDPs
– Individuals living in conflict areas
– Combatants, child soldiers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sexual violence, in the form of rape, forced prostitution and sexual slavery, forced marriage, and sexual exploitation has been part of the landscape of war – across cultures and across generations – with devastating consequences.Although statistics are notoriously difficult to collect, estimates from recent and on-going conflicts indicate that large numbers of women and girls are affected.Sexual violence during conflict also affects men and boys.Sexual violence impacts refugees whether they live in formal camps or camp-like settlements, or if they have settled in villages in refugee hosting countries.  Several reports highlight the heavy burden of sexual violence among internally displaced persons as well, with Darfur and northern Uganda two well-known examples.  Individuals and families who have decided not to leave their communities, but remain living in conflict areas are of course also at risk for conflict-related sexual violence.Combatants are often perpetrators of sexual violence but can also be vulnerable to it, especially child soldiers, many of whom are girls who are forced to endure sexual violence on an on-going basis.  



Background

• Definition of refugee
– Self-settled refugees

– Camp-settled refugees

• Refugees in Africa
– 2.7 million

• Refugees in Uganda
– 155,400

• Local integration and 
self-settlement
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Presentation Notes
A refugee is defined by UNHCR as any individual who, “…owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to, or owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.“Refugees are distinguished from IDPs (internally displaced persons) in that they have crossed an international border into a host country as a result of these threats and experiences.  In many refugee situations, there is a further distinction between those refugees who cross a border and go to live within organized refugee camps or settlements, i.e. camp-settled refugees; and those who cross the border but decide to seek refuge within host country communities, sometimes in rural peripheral areas that may be close to the border but far enough from conflict to offer the security they seek, or in some cases venturing to the country capital or other urban areas.According to the 2009 World Refugee Survey, there are an estimated 2.7 million refugees living in Africa today and Uganda is host to some 155,400 refugees from a number of different countries.At the time of data collection for the research in today’s presentation, UNHCR estimated that the districts of Arua, Moyo, and Adjumani hosted more than 119,500 southern Sudanese refugees with thousands of others living in other districts, bringing the overall total to about 200,000 refugees.   These figures don’t include thousands more who settled outside of formal refugee settlements, i.e. self-settled refugeesREFER TO MAP TO INDICATE WHERE ARUA AND KOBOKO DISTRICTS ARE LOCATED.



Background
• Forced migration Uganda 

and Sudan
• Sudanese refugees in 

Arua District 
• 38,000 at time of survey

• Koboko self-settled 
refugees
• 12,000 estimated 2005
• 8 health centers
• Average distance to health 

center 6-7 km.
• No tarmac roads
• 88% of land arable

http://www.koboko.go.ug/districtprofile_category.php?id=18
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The Sudan-Uganda border has seen the crossing of hundreds of thousands of both southern Sudanese and Ugandans fleeing civil strife in their respective countries since the early 1980s. The majority of the country’s current refugees arrived from southern Sudan in the early 1990s.  Many Sudanese and Ugandans in this region share not only the experience of conflict-induced migration but also ethnicity, language and a similar cultural background. In Arua district, which at the time included both Yumbe and Koboko districts, there were approximately 38,000 refugees when the survey was undertaken.  In addition, more recent estimates from 2005 report 12,000 self-settled refugees were living in Koboko.  According to research by the Refugee Law Project, many self-settled refugees have lived in camps previously, with the most common reasons for leaving the camps being insecurity and poor socioeconomic conditions.Koboko became an district independent from Arua in 2005.  It’s a young and fast-growing district.  The district’s total population is estimated to be 163,000, with an average annual population growth rate of 5.6% between 1991 and 2002.  According to census calculations the area’s population more than doubled during that time.    



Description of Research and Methods

• Secondary data analysis

• Survey data collected in 
1999-2000

• Sampling methods

• Sample for current 
analysis

• Field sites
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 The original survey was undertaken in 1999 – 2000 by two doctoral student researchers, one of whom used the data to look at child survival, while the other investigated differences in fertility across population subgroups.  As well, another colleague has looked at different kinds of violence events based on a series of security-related questions. Although several years have passed since data collection occurred, two things make this a very unique and useful dataset:(1) First is the inclusion of different conflict-affected populations: refugees living in camps; refugees who had self-settled (in Koboko); Sudanese still living in Sudan; and Ugandans living in refugee-hosting areas.  Systematic data collection on this combination of populations is very unusual.  (2) Secondly, it includes a migration history for each respondent that allows researchers to track certain variables across moves. The part of the dataset that I’m using includes 399 female southern Sudanese refugees interviewed at the Imvepi refugee camp, 521 female SS self-settled refugees living in Koboko, and 1027 female Ugandan respondents from areas where the refugees had settled.   All of the results that I’ll be presenting so far are based on females only. Sampling occurred in a number of stages from county level (which was purposive) to  the household level where cluster sampling was used.  Other stages were sub-county/payam level (purposive), parish and sub-parish/village levels (random). At the household level, interviewers surveyed all females 15-49 years old and one man per household. REFER TO MAP FOR FIELD SITES



• Study aims
– Background characteristics of population groups

• In what ways do camp-settled and self-settled refugees 
differ? 

– Risk of sexual violence
• Rape/sexual abuse

• Sex for food or security

• Forced prostitution or sexual slavery

– Risk of early marriage

– Impact of early marriage on education, spousal 
abuse

Description of Research and Methods

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overall, my own research has four main areas of investigation:First is to look at the background characteristics of the groups, and in particular to determine in what ways camp-settled and self-settled refugees differ, both in socioeconomic indicators and in migration experiences.The presentation today focuses on the second study aim – looking at sexual violence – that is to what extent are there differences between self-settled, camp-settled, and host population respondents in experience of rapeand sexual abuse; sex for food or security; and forced prostitution or sexual slavery.Later, I’ll also be looking at risk of early marriage; andThe impact of early marriage on education and spousal abuseThe results that I’m presenting today are based on a very preliminary exploratory analysis of some of the background characteristics of the populations and basic distributions for the indicators related to sexual violence.  Comparisons between groups for variables of interest are based on testing for differences in proportions using Pearson’s chi-square.As the work progresses, I’ll be looking in-depth at differences between the groups based on logistic regression using the risk of sexual violence (odds) as the outcome, and various predictor variables including settlement status and others identified in the first study aim.
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I’d like to now present some preliminary results based on the review of data from camp-settled refugees, self-settled refugees, and the local Ugandan population.Looking first at the age distribution… we see that there was a greater proportion of females in the youngest age groups (15-19 and 20-24) within the self-settled refugee population compared to those in the camp.  This could be due to the availability of secondary education in Koboko compared to the refugee camps.  According to other research undertaken in this area by the Refugee Law Project, the possibility of secondary school attendance in Koboko and perceived better quality of education was a major draw for young people to live in self-settled communities.



Results

48%

19%
1%

32%

Ethnic Groups
Camp-settled Refugees

Kakwa

Pojulu

Lugbara

Other
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Both camp-settled and self-settled refugee groups were comprised of a number of different ethnic groups.  The majority in both populations were Kakwa – 48% among camp-settled refugees and …



Results
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Ethnic Groups
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59% among self-settled refugees.  



Results
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Many Ugandans living in Koboko are also Kakwa.  However, this sample drew from both Koboko and other refugee-hosting sub-counties such that they were a minority in this survey.  The majority of Ugandans living in what was formerly Arua District are of the Lugbara ethnic group.
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Across all three groups, the majority of female respondents were married.Interestingly, more self-settled refugees (30%) reported that they were single, compared to camp-settled refugees (22%) or Ugandans (13%)From other analysis not presented here, I’ve also seen that within the 20-24 year age group, 41% of self-settled and 45% of camp-settled refugees, were married before age 18.  This is a good bit higher than Ugandan females in the same age group, of whom 35-39% were married before 18.  



Results
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The level of education across the three groups was very similar.  The vast majority in all three groups reported never having attended school.  A higher proportion of self-settled refugees reported having attended some secondary and tertiary level school but overall the numbers were low.
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There are some interesting differences across groups with regard to employment.  We see that the vast majority of camp-settled female respondents were involved in agriculture.  According to policy, refugees living at the Imvepi camp were all given a small plot of land upon arrival.  This is one of the frequently cited strong points of the Ugandan government’s refugee hosting practices.  Although the quality and size of plots were said to be insufficient to feed a typical family, agriculture was by far the main occupation for female camp-settled refugees.The greatest proportion of those reporting no occupation were the self-settled refugees.  This might be because many of the younger respondents could have been school-goers but likely reflects the difficulties Sudanese have in finding employment in general.  Most self-settled refugee women with any occupation were in some way involved in contract labor, which could include farming for others.  Others were engaged in trading/selling, and brewing alcohol.The vast majority of Ugandan female respondents were involved in agriculture.
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It isn’t a surprise that almost all camp-settled refugees were officially registered with UNHCR/OPM (Office of the Prime Minister) since this is a necessity for living in the camps.  Among self-settled refugees many were also registered.  This probably reflects the fact that many self-settled refugees had at some point been registered and lived in a camp.
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The vast majority of those living in the refugee camps received assistance from UNHCR, NGOs, or the government, while almost 20% of self-settled refugees also received some form of assistance.



Results
Ever experienced rape or sexual abuse

Refugees (combined) compared to 
Ugandans

Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 954 n = 1027

18.19
p = .000Yes .12   (113) .19   (192)

No .88   (841) .81   (835)
15-24 years n = 373 n = 368

8.96
p = .01Yes .12     (43) .19     (71)

No .88   (330) .80   (297)

Yes
12%

No
88%

Refugees
Yes
19%

No
81%

Ugandans
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I’ll now shift to looking at variables related specifically to sexual violence.  This dataset includes three main variables to measure exposure to sexual violence.  For each of the three, I’ve started to look at differences between refugees (both camp-settled and self-settled combined) and Ugandans living in host communities, and as well differences between camp-settled and self-settled refugees.I’ve also looked at results for both all ages, and for the 15-24 year age group.  This breakdown is available in the tables on each slide, but the pie charts reflect results for all ages.The first of the three indicators measures the proportion of respondents who reported that they had ever experienced rape or sexual abuse.We see that more Ugandan females of all ages reported ever experiencing rape or sexual abuse (19%) compared to Sudanese (12%).  There were very similar results for the 15-24 year age group.



Results
Ever experienced rape or sexual abuse

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 399 n = 521

12.37
p = .000

Yes .07     (28) .14     (75)
No .93   (371) .86   (446)

15-24 years n = 140 n = 231
9.53

p = .002
Yes .05       (7) .16   (36)
No .95   (133) .85   (195)

Yes
7%

No
93%

Camp-settled
Yes
14%

No
86%

Self-settled
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Looking at camp-settled versus self-settled refugees, we see that the proportion of self-settled refugees who reported ever experiencing rape or sexual abuse (14%) was twice as great as camp-settled refugees (7%).  Again, there were similar differences for the younger age group.



Results
Experienced rape or sexual abuse within the past year (among those who ever 
experienced rape or sexual abuse )

Refugees (combined) compared to 
Ugandans

Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 113 n = 192 11.31

p = .001Yes .67   (76) .84   (161)
No .33   (37) .16   (31)

15-24 years n = 43 n = 71 5.49
p = .019Yes .67    (29) .86   (61)

No .33   (14) .14   (10)

Yes
67%

No
33%

Refugees

Yes
84%

No
16%

Ugandans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The survey questionnaire also asked about rape or sexual abuse within the past year (prior to the survey).  Among those who reported ever experiencing rape or sexual abuse, the proportion of both refugee and Ugandan respondents who had such an experience within the past year was quite large, and again larger for Ugandan respondents (84%) compared to refugees (67%).



Results
Experienced rape or sexual abuse within the past year (among those who ever 
experienced rape or sexual abuse )

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 28 n = 75 13.44

p = .000Yes .36     (10) .75   (56)
No .64     (18) .25   (19)

15-24 years n = 7 n = 36 10.76
p = .001Yes .14     (1) .78     (28)

No .86     (6) .22       (8)

Yes
75%

No
25%

Self-settled

Yes
36%No

64%

Camp-settled
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Among self-settled refugees who had ever experienced rape or sexual abuse, the proportion who reported such an experience within the past year was much higher (75%) compared to those living in the camps (36%).



Results

Ever experienced sex for food or security
Refugees (combined) compared to 

Ugandans
Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 954 n = 1027 11.06

p = .001Yes .11   (102) .16   (162)
No .89   (852) .84   (865)

15-24 years n = 373 n = 368 5.47
p = .019Yes .10    (39) .16     (60)

No .90  (334) .84   (308)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second indicator relates to respondents’ experiences of sex for food or security.  We see that again a greater proportion of Ugandan females (16%) reported ever experiencing this form of sexual violence compared to refugees (combined camp-settled and self-settled) (11%)



Results
Ever experienced sex for food or security

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 399 n = 521 19.47

p = .000Yes .05     (20) .14    (72)
No .95   (379) .86  (449)

15-24 years n = 140 n = 231 16.74
p = .000Yes .02      (3) .16    (36)

No .98  (137) .84  (195)
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This difference is visible on the bar chart here.  As with rape or sexual abuse, a greater proportion of self-settled refugees (14%) compared to those living in camps (5%) reported ever experiencing sex for food or security.



Results
Experienced sex for food or security within the past year (among those who ever 
experienced sex for food or security )
Refugees (combined) compared to 

Ugandans
Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 102 n = 162 11.22

p = .001Yes .80   (82) .94   (152)
No .20   (20) .06     (10)

15-24 years n = 39 n = 60 4.23
p = .040Yes .77   (30) .92   (55)

No .23     (9) .08     (5)

Yes
80%

No
20%

Refugees

Yes
94%

No
6%

Ugandans
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This seems to have been a very current on-going practice for both refugees and Ugandans, with 94% of Ugandans and 80% of refugees who indicated that they had ever exchanged sex for food or security reporting that this had happened within the past year.  The proportions are very large for both groups but the difference between Ugandans and refugees is still statistically significant.



Results
Experienced sex for food or security within the past year (among those who ever 
experienced sex for food or security )

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 20 n = 72 9.24

p = .002Yes .55   (11) .86    (62)
No .45     (9) .14    (10)

15-24 years n = 3 n = 36 3.48
p = .062Yes .33   (1) .81   (29)

No .67   (2) .19     (7)

Yes
55%

No
45%

Camp-settled

Yes
86%

No
14%

Self-settled
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And, again, we see that among those refugees who reported ever experiencing sex for food or security, the proportion who indicated this had happened within the past year was quite a bit larger for self-settled refugees (86%) compared to those living in the camp (55%).In this case, the difference between groups in the younger age group is not significant – the numbers involved are very small.



Results
Ever experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery

Refugees (combined) compared to 
Ugandans

Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 954 n = 1027 

14.86
p = .000

Yes .10     (98) .16   (166)
No .90   (856) .84   (861)

15-24 years n = 373 n = 368
8.36

p = .004
Yes .10    (36) .17     (62)
No .90  (337) .83   (306)

Yes
10%

No
90%

Refugees
Yes
16%

No
84%

Ugandans
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The third sexual violence indicator relates to forced prostitution and/or sexual slavery.In line with the other two indicators, a greater proportion of Ugandans (16%), compared to refugees (10%) reported ever experiencing forced prostitution and/or sexual slavery.Very similar results for the younger age group.



Results
Ever experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 399 n = 521  

27.45
p = .000Yes .04   (15) .14   (73)

No .96   (384) .86   (448)
15-24 years n = 140 n = 231

20.74
p = .000Yes .01   (1) .15   (35)

No .99   (139) .85   (196)

Yes
4%

No
96%

Camp-settled
Yes
14%

No
86%

Self-settled
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The breakdown between self-settled and camp-settled refugees shows the same trend, with a greater proportion of self-settled refugees (14%) who reported ever experiencing this form of sexual violence compared to camp-settled (4%). 



Results
Experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery within the past year (among those 
who ever experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery )

Refugees (combined) compared to 
Ugandans

Refugees
Combined Ugandans χ2

p-value
All ages n = 98 n = 166 11.28

p = .001Yes .83   (83) .95   (158)
No .17   (17) .05       (8)

15-24 years n = 36 n = 62 2.59
p = .107Yes .83   (30) .94   (58)

No .17     (6) .06    (4)

Yes
83%

No
17%

Refugees

Yes
95%

No
5%

Ugandans
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By now we’re seeing what looks like a trend.  Among those who ever experienced forced prostitution and/or sexual slavery, the proportion of both refugees and Ugandans who indicated this had happened within the past year was very high in both groups.  Still it was higher among Ugandans (95%) compared to refugees (83%).  Within the 15-24 year age group, the numbers are quite small and differences between populations are not statistically significant.



Results
Experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery within the past year (among those 
who ever experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery )

Camp-settled refugees compared 
to self-settled refugees

Camp-settled 
refugees

Self-settled 
refugees

χ2

p-value
All ages n = 15 n = 73 0.62

p = .429Yes .73  (11) .82   (60)
No .27   (4) .18   (13)

15-24 years n = 1 n = 35 0.21
p = .65Yes 1.0   (1) .83   (29)

No 0 .17     (6)

Yes
73%

No
27%

Camp-settled

Yes
82%

No
18%

Self-settled

Presenter
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Among camp-settled and self-settled refugees who had ever experienced forced prostitution/sexual slavery, for both populations the majority had also experienced this within the past 12 months.  However, the overall numbers are not large and the difference in proportions between populations was not statistically significant.  
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After discussing instances of sexual violence that they had experienced directly, as well as others that they had witnessed or heard about, respondents were asked: “From the instances you have heard about, what type of person is most likely to be forced to have sex?”The responses were not mutually exclusive and this chart (like the ones that follow) shows the possible response categories and the proportion of each population group’s total number of responses that fell under each category.  We see that there were not great differences between the camp and self-settled refugees in their perceptions about this – and there is a fairly even spread across categories.  In contrast, Ugandan respondents leaned heavily towards the general category of “any woman or girl” in terms of the predetermined possible response categories.But there were also some interesting differences in the category of “other” that respondents mentioned.  Among the few refugee respondents who spoke about other persons who would be likely to be forced to have sex were “friend”, and “soldier”.  Among the numerous answers provided by Ugandan respondents were many that focused on “drunk women” or “drunk people”, women who dress badly/recklessly, people who are “sick” or “mad”, friends, kids, relatives, unmarried/divorced women, prostitutes, lustful people, women who go to dances, etc.
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When asked the question: “From the instances you have heard about, what type of person is most likely to force someone to have sex?” there was again a fairly even spread of responses by both camp-settled and self-settled refugees with police and military featuring, as well as a range of other categories such as relatives, government employees, NGO/camp employees, and teachers.Many Ugandan respondents indicated that police/military persons would be likely to force someone to have sex.As well, many Ugandan respondents provided other categories including rebels, sick men (HIV-positive), drunkards, strong men, stubborn men, stupid men, unmarried men, mad men, young men.
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Where is a person most likely to be forced to have sex?  Again, these were not mutually exclusive response categories.Across all populations, and especially for Ugandan respondents, during collection of firewood or water was frequently noted.A greater proportion of refugees’ responses focused on school as being a danger spot, and at home.Refugees identified “other” locations as “anywhere”, market, on the roadUgandans  identified  “other” locations as:  dark, isolated places, at the market, discos, large gatherings, and – quite a few respondents noted funerals specifically.
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This question, unlike the previous three, recorded only one response per person: How much do you worry about being forced to have sex against your will?A large proportion of Ugandan respondents reported not feeling worried at all, while greater proportions of both camp-settled and self-settled refugees were extremely worried.



Limitations

• Definitions of key indicators, e.g. sexual abuse, 
sex for food or security, sexual slavery

• Temporality of sexual violence within context 
of conflict and migration

• Lack of information on perpetrators

• Lack of information on access to services 
linked to sexual violence events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Certain limitations should be acknowledged in considering the results presented in this work.First, the survey was not designed with a determination of sexual violence experiences as a main aim.  It is extremely valuable to have these indicators included in a survey that covered an unusually large variety of conflict-affected populations but we’re limited to some extent by the definition of indicators that are either somewhat open to interpretation (e.g. sexual abuse, sexual slavery) or not fully comprehensive e.g. sex for food or security – does not include sex for cash or other goods.As well, the dataset is limited in terms of timing of sexual violence events and might limit what one can conclude about temporal relationships between sexual violence and  settlement decisions. We don’t know what proportion of sexual violence events may have occurred before starting the migration history or at the end of the migration history (to the point where they were interviewed).  For those who indicate having experienced a form of sexual violence, there is no information about the perpetrator(s) – which would also be very important in considering response strategies.Nevertheless, analysis of the data so far does show some interesting directions and results that may have programmatic implications.



Programmatic Implications
• What are the sexual violence response service 

capacities in health and other sectors?

• Assessments needed in refugee hosting 
communities

• Health sector services
– Staff trained in sexual violence response

– Sexual violence treatment protocol

– Availability of psychosocial counseling

– Referral to other sector services
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Recognizing that sexual violence, and other forms of gender-based violence, represent a substantial burden on conflict-affected populations including self-settled refugees, as well as host communities, the logical question becomes:   What are the sexual and gender-based violence response capacities in health and other sectors?In Uganda, at the time of the survey, refugee health services in the West Nile districts were managed by NGOs, funded mainly by UNHCR, in parallel to government district health services.  Although there was some level of coordination between these two systems, they were separate and distinct, with different management approaches. Self-settled refugees may have been able to access NGO health services, especially if they were registered.  But the refugee health centers would have been difficult to access logistically and SS refugees more likely would have first turned to any kind of local district health center or private provider for their general health needs.  There was no assessment of services for SV done at the time but it’s highly likely that these would have been very limited.As we learn more about sexual violence in self-settled refugee and refugee-hosting communities, there is need for additional focus on assessing the sexual violence service needs of these populations and identification of ways to expand successful service delivery models.   At a minimum, these services would entail staff trained in SV response, treatment protocol, availability of psychosocial counseling, and referral to other sector services.  



Programmatic Implications

• National and district strategies and 
coordination mechanisms
– Uganda national strategy on gender-based 

violence

– Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social 
Development

– How to translate national policies and protocol 
into functional district health service delivery for 
sexual and gender-based violence?
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Presentation Notes
And, to the extent that self-settled refugees are accessing local district services, and host populations are also accessing local district services, this is where the services for them should be placed.     But there are challenges.In 2008, an article was published on Health Services for Survivors of Gender-Based Violence in Northern Uganda.  I won’t go into much detail about the findings of that research because I believe we’re going to be hearing more about it from another presenter.  But as we listen to that presentation, keep in mind that the situation that self-settled refugees encountered and are still encountering, in terms of local health system services for sexual violence, is likely very similar…or possibly even more limited.  At a national level, the paper talks about the development of a national strategy on gender-based violence in Uganda.  Hopefully we’ll hear more about this and its potential to intensify multi-sector service delivery.At the time that the data for this research was collected, I was working closely with the district health management teams in this area. These are resource-poor districts with very limited budgets and a host of health issues to address. With full respect for the work that they were doing, under the most difficult circumstances, I can say with some confidence that SGBV service delivery was not high on the list of priorities.  How do national policies and protocol get translated into functional district level services?



Programmatic Implications

Funding for gender-based 
violence integrated into 
national health and 
other budgets
– 2008 review of DHS 

findings and use in 
national planning

– Uganda: not mentioned 
in PSRP summary and 
objectives, but included 
in NPA

Website: http://africahealth2010.aed.org
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Presentation Notes
On Monday evening we heard an excellent key note speech by Advocate Thoko Majokweni.  One of the key messages that I took away from that evening was simple but important.  She said:  “Unfunded mandates don’t work.”  A few months ago, I attended a presentation of a USAID-funded review of DHS findings on gender-based violence, and the application of DHS data in the national planning documents of 7 countries, including Uganda.  The reviewers focused on Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PSRP) and National Plans of Action (NPA) because these require government commitment and resources.The review found that: Gender-based violence was not included as a priority area in any of the country planning documents reviewed.   GBV was not addressed across multiple sectors but usually discussed under “gender”, security or law enforcement; and little emphasis was given to addressing GBV as a public health issue. For Uganda, it was found that GBV wasn’t included in the country’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP), though sexual harassment in schools and domestic violence were mentioned in the National Plan of Action (NPA) and there were references to GBV across sectors.  However, the strategies proposed, such as mainstreaming GBV into a paralegal program in 24 districts,  were not translated into measurable priority actions, and there were no GBV indicators in the implementation matrix.  



Programmatic Implications

• 2005 CPA and 
repatriation of refugees

• Sexual violence service 
delivery challenges 
remain 

• Relevance of the 
challenge to other 
protracted refugee 
situations, self-settled 
refugee populations, 
and local communities

Source: UNCHR.  South Sudan: The Long Trip Home .
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/page?page=49e483b76
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The signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the government of Sudan and the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army in 2005 officially ended more than 20 years of war.  UNHCR  repatriation efforts began in May 2006 and have gathered speed.  It’s unclear whether or not self-settled refugees have also returned to southern Sudan.  I hope to learn more about today’s situation under further research.  But recognition that conflict-affected populations…including camp-settled refugees, self-settled refugees, and local host communities….may have different exposures to sexual violence, as this research seems to indicate, remains a relevant issue in terms of program planning and service budgeting for different groups across conflict situations, especially in protracted situations where parallel service delivery systems often become entrenched.United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (23 April 2009).  Number of Sudanese repatriated from Uganda this year tops 20,000.  Available at: http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/49f07eec2.htmlhttp://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/49f07eec2.html  Accessed on: 06 May 2009.



Acknowledgments

• Advisor: Gilbert Burnham, MD, PhD

• Original data collection: 
– Unni Karunakara, DrPH 

– Kavita Singh, PhD

• Original research funded by:
– CERTI/USAID

– Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AcknowledgementsThanks  very much for your time – I’m looking forward to your comments and questions.
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