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• CSVR publication 

  

• Co-author Heather Barclay 

 

• Funded by the Norwegian 
Embassy (2010) 

 

 

JDI and Sonke taking forward. 



 Context Lets End It Now seeks to address 

 

• Sexual violence in prison (SVIP) is intimately linked to sexual- & gender-

based violence taking place between men and women, and men and men 

in society more generally.  

  

• SVIP endorses the most destructive ideas of what it means to be “man” -  

endorses views that “women” are fundamentally inferior and slaves to the 

sexual (and other) desires of „men‟. 

  

• As such, contributes to further violence, both in prison and when 

prisoners return to society. 

 

• Remains generally unaddressed – more regularly being a subject of 

resignation (“part of prison life”). 

 

• No national policy addressing SVIP  (currently waiting approval). Some 

individuals and centres have reportedly taken steps to deal  with it on 

their own initiative but this is without support or a guiding framework.  

 



( Context continued ) 

 

• Consensual sex is also taking place in prison, but lots of violence occurs in 

forced relationships which staff and inmates may see as „consensual‟ but 

which are actually coercive – General lack of clarity about what‟s allowed, 

what‟s crime. 

 

• Critical health issues are in urgent need of attention (misperceptions, 

condom access; access to health)  

 

• Direct requests from staff who‟d participated in trainings for resources. 

 

• Our desire to engage with issues wholistically (violence, attitudes to 

sexuality, HIV, mental health.) 

 

• Need to engage with sexual violence against men.  (Deals with male and 

female victims but emphasis on men). 

 



Locate in prison context & staff challenges: 

 



 

 

Clarifying definitions of sexual violence 

 

• Lays out crimes established in Sexual 

Offences Act (2007). 

    (Incl. sexual assault, compelled rape etc.) 

 

• Discusses shapes they may take in 

prison. 

 

• Clearly defines & expands on „consent‟ 
  

o for greater recognition of 
vulnerability to sexual violence 
amongst inmates  

 

o to clarify notions of „consent‟. 

 



Consent has not been freely given if… a person is tricked or forced to do something 
against their will or lied to.  

 



 

 

 

 

               Clarifying sexual health issues 

 
 

• Risks of anal, vaginal, oral sex. 

 

• Risks of anal rape. 

 

• Need for water-based lubricants 
(Not Vaseline!). 

 

• Health needs of people who‟ve 
been raped. 

 

• PEP, ARVs. 



  

Interacting with fears, 

taboos & intolerant-

oppressive attitudes re 

sexuality, HIV, rape of men. 

 

 

• Provides clear definitions.  

• Discussion on tolerance & 

taboos - engaging with fear 

& discomfort. 

• Implications of this for work 

of correctional staff. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Common questions and 
misperceptions are dealt with in 
range of places & formats  

eg. in „Myths-Facts‟.  

 

Egs of destructive MYTHS: 

 

• Giving out condoms 
promotes sexual violence. 

• Gay men are perpetrators 
of prison rape. 

• Real men don‟t get 
raped. 

• Masturbation is sinful & 
dangerous. 

(Interacting with fears, taboos & intolerant-oppressive attitudes re 

sexuality, HIV, rape of men. Contin) 



Build understanding of trauma,  its manifestations, and 

soft skills 

• Reactions to rape. 

• Signs of trauma. 

• How does it feel for an 
inmate? - specificities of 
prison context.  

• Fears around reporting. 

• Responding (eg. safe space, 
acknowledging) 

• Do‟s & Don‟ts of listening. 

 

 

 



 

 

Provide clear steps for prevention & response 

• Understand who is vulnerable 
& take steps to prevent 
violence. 

 

• Steps for supporting, ensuring 
rights of victims-survivors 

 

o different forms of 
information they require 
(feelings, health, 
protection, justice).  

 

• Ideas for building a safer 
environment. 

 



 

 

 

 

In conclusion 

      Booklet as whole is our attempt to engage with sense of 

powerlessness felt by many staff regarding sexual violence & to 

counter ‘normality’ of violence. 

 

       Hopefully it also promotes sexual health & progressive 

understandings of sexuality & gender more generally.   

 

 




