


“I learned to work long hours, which is perhaps 
a ‘bad thing’, coz I am a single mother. I 
learned about different personalities and 
about women and women’s issues. I learned 
to ensure that we did a damned good job. I 
am amazed about all that we, as women, 
have achieved. All this work on the ground is 
often immediately forgotten when the results 
are there. This is not right: it should be 
remembered!!” 

 
  (Coordinator of the Solomon Islands research 

team, interviewed one year after field 
implementation of the research) 

 



Solomon Islands 

Kiribati 



 Solomon Islands 

• Nearly 1000 islands 

• Rainforest and volcanoes 

• Inhabitants Melanesian 

• Population 533,000  

• Christian 

 

• Education not 
compulsory; 60% of  
children access to 
primary education 

• 75% subsistence 
farming and fishing 

• Recent civil war or 
‘tensions’ 1998-2003 



Kiribati 

• 32 atolls divided into 3 
island groups 

• Inhabitants Micronesian 

• Population 98,000  

• Christian 

• Primary education free 
and compulsory 

 

• Very vulnerable in 
terms of effect of 
climate change 

• One of the world’s 
poorest countries  



2008: VAW research 
• Part of a UNFPA-initiated and supported multi-country 

study on VAW in the Pacific 

• Implemented by Secretariat of the Pacific Community SPC 

• Funded by UNFPA and AusAID 

• Replicating WHO multi-country study 

• Formative qualitative research 

• Quantitative household survey of women 15-49 years old 

• Solomon Islands: 2882 women, Kiribati: 1769 women 

• Standardized training and questionnaire 

• Ethical and safety recommendations:  one woman per 
household,  information on support 

 



Types of violence measured 

Violence by current or former intimate partners: 

• Physical violence 

• Sexual violence  

• Emotional abuse and controlling behaviours 

 

Violence by others (parents, neighbours, strangers, etc):   

• Physical violence (after age 15 years) 

• Sexual violence (after age 15 years) 

• Childhood sexual abuse (prior to age 15 years) 

 

Violence against children under 15 years by intimate 
partners (as reported by women) 
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Key findings: Percentage of 15-49 year old women who 
ever had a relationship reporting partner violence 



2009: Independent assessment 

• As part of UNFPA programme, commissioned 
by UNFPA Pacific Sub-Regional Office in Suva, 
in consultation with SPC  

• To evaluate the process and quality of the 
implementation of the research 

• To document lessons learned for similar future 
research activities 

• Field visits, review of documents, interviews 
and workshops in Fiji, Solomon Islands and 
Kiribati (interviewed about 50 persons) 



Lessons learned on: 

1. Organization and management 

2. Design of the research 

3. Recruitment, training, selection of field workers 

4. Field implementation 

5. Ethical and safety considerations 

6. Data processing and analysis 

7. Report, dissemination, transition to intervention 

8. Impact of the research 

 



7. Report, dissemination, transition to 
intervention 



Solomon Islands Support Committee 
• Government: MWYCA, Ministry of Health, Department of Planning & 

National Aid Coordination, SI National Statistics Office, Ministry of 
Education, Prime Minister’s office, Attorney General’s Chamber, 
Public Solicitor’s office, Women Lawyer’s Association, Law Reform 
Commission, RAMSI Law & Justice Programme, Machinery of Govt.;  

• NGOs: Save the Children, Family Support Center, Community Sector 
Programme, Development Services Exchange, SIPPA, National Council 
of Women, SICAFOW, Voice Blong Mere, World Vision; 

• Donor partners and International Organizations: AusAID, UNFPA, 
UNICEF, WHO; 

• Religious groups: Christian Care Center, SDA Dorcas, United Church, 
Catholic Women’s League, Church of Melanesia (Anglican) Mother’s 
Union, United Church; 

• SI Police Force: Community Policing, Sexual Assault Unit, Family 
Violence Unit. 

 



• LESSON 7.1. The stakeholders committee should 
be consulted at crucial stages of the write-up of 
results to ensure ownership of the results.  

• LESSON 7.2. Prepare a summary report in simple 
language, colours, with clear graphics for the 
general public. 

• LESSON 7.3. Materials presenting results should 
be customized for different target audiences. 

 



• LESSON 7.4. Focus on positive messages such as 
men as part of the solution, as well as collective 
community accountability in addition to individual 
accountability of the perpetrator.  

• LESSON 7.5. Donors should ensure VAW research 
is formulated as a first step in a longer term 
programme, and consider funding the process to 
develop interventions 



      2009 Examples from SI:  

• The Permanent Secretary of MWYCA  
reported that findings were already  
contributing to evidence-based legal reform, 
undertaken by the Law Reform Commission and the 
Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT), to integrate 
GBV into the penal code and conduct informal 
shelter training for GBV survivors, in addition to 
policy development around GBV and gender 
equality  

• Interviewers were establishing a new women’s 
rights advocacy NGO, Raets Blong Uimi Network 



8. Impact of the research 



• LESSON 8.1. The involvement in the study was a 
capacity building exercise at many levels including 
in collaborative processes working with other 
agencies and internationally.  

• LESSON 8.2. Interviewers and others mentioned 
how their involvement was a transformative 
process personally and / or professionally.  



Field workers’ words: 

• “I now speak out when I see child abuse. I am 
more prepared to take risks if I can increase a 
person’s happiness. I tend to listen more to my 
own daughter. Before, it was straight discipline.”  

 

• “Before doing this work we did not know we 
have the same rights as men. Now we voice our 
problems. In the past we whipped our children to 
teach them. Now we know there are limits.” 



Police officers’ words: 
• “… The President himself was concerned. He did 

an appeal to all officials to not beat their wives. 
We as police officers have to be cautious.”  

 

• “Before [the awareness building on DVAW] the 
ladies would not report because the police 
would send them back home. Now the police 
takes it more serious and the case proceeds to 
court. Before this, DVAW was not a police case 
but a private matter.”  

 



Concluding remarks 
• In an environment that largely denied, or at best 

was ignorant about existence of VAW, and where 
many questioned the importance and feasibility of 
VAW research, the research teams were 
“swimming against the tide”. 

• Entering unknown territory, using rigorous and 
ethical approaches, they managed to bring it to a 
good end. 

• The participatory approach and the build-in 
transition between research and intervention 
serves as best practice model for researching VAW. 



Government statistician’s words: 

• “As government statistician with lots of 
experience in many surveys I was convinced 
this would fail. But to my surprise it was very 
successful. This was due to the way the 
interviewers were well trained and knew how 
to present themselves. The training was very 
different from other training, also very long.”  





06 AUGUST 2011 
 

PIONI Boso snatched the US Secretary  

of State Award for International Women  

of Courage yesterday. 

Ms Boso led her researchers through  

challenges and dangers to record the  

voices and stories of women in the  

remotest parts of the country. 

Ms Boso and her team faced danger, risk and threats, that is why we believe 

that she is truly an international woman of courage,” said. Bryan Hunt, 

Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S Embassy in Port Moresby. 

Ms Boso’s work led to Cabinet adopting two vital national policies; the 

Gender Equality and Women’s Development Police and National Policy to 

Eliminate Violence against women. 

“This is an amazing achievement and would never have occurred without the 

evidence base and advocacy that Ms Boso led.” 
 

Ms Boso continues to work to support the government to 

coordinate and roll out the national action plan that will 

implement these policies to effect tangible change in the lives of 

women and children through better legislation and services. 
 



THANK YOU !! 
 

 
 
Full document: 
http://210.7.20.137/Publications/Talk_Gender/Swimming_A
gainst_the_tide.pdf 
 
Contact:  
PacificSRO@unfpa.org 
Henriette.jansen@gmail.com 
Photos:  
Henriette Jansen 

 


