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Background



Gap between evidence and policy



The Global Strategy for Women's, Children's 
and Adolescents' Health (2016-2030)

1.SURVIVE - End preventable deaths

2.THRIVE - Ensure health and well -being

3.TRANSFORM - Expand enabling environments



Violence and aggression



Violence and aggression

Å Violence is largely perpetrated by adolescent and young adult males

Å Abnormal pattern of pervasive and persistent aggression in early 
childhood

Å Aggressive behaviour is normal in infancy, typically emerging from around 
12-18 months, and then increasing somewhat up to two-three years of 
age

Å Children LEARN not to be aggressive



Violence and aggression

Å Proportion of children (around 25% of boys and girls) this decline does 
not occur

Å Aggressive behaviour becomes entrenched from three-four years of age 
as a chronic pattern of responding

Å This developmental pattern is a strong predictor of youth violence and of 
violent offending - including those against women and girls 



Violence and aggression

Å Violence in childhood and adolescence is predicted by a range of child, 
family, and wider social factors –parenting is a key factor

Å Key predictors of early violence - also factors in IPV

ÅEarly parenting in the child’s early years - key risk mechanism

Å Parenting problems - occurrence of harsh and coercive parenting, lack of 
parental positive reinforcement and responsiveness

Å Corporal punishment especially important in the development of child 
aggressive and antisocial behaviour



Interventions



Interventions

Å Interventions are more effective with younger children

Å Programmes should ideally be implemented in high risk conditions in 
infancy, before child problems become established

Å Parents can more easily be helped to influence their child’s behaviour



Home visiting

ÅGold Standard –Nurse Family Partnership (Olds et al)

ÅReductions in child maltreatment (Olds et al)

ÅAggression in girls age 19 reduced (Eckenrodeet al., 2010)



Cognitive stimulation

Å Jamaica - early stimulation and nutrition intervention

Å Age 9-24 months reported fewer fights and less serious violence at age 22 
(Walker et al., 2011)

Å Protects against bullying (Zimmerman et al., 2005)





Booksharing



BEBS study –Benefits of early booksharing
Funder: Sexual Violence Research Initiative

Å Shown the impact on child cognitive risk

Å Extended to target child socio-emotional risk factors

Å Retained core cognitive components 

Å Enhanced aspects of parenting of direct relevance to child socio-
emotional development

Å Focusing on prosocial outcomes and reduced risk of child aggression



What does this mean?



Cautionary note



Å***
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Continuum of care

Tomlinson, Caring 
for the caregiver: 
A framework for 
support. (2013). 
South African 
Child Gauge



Enkosi. Dankie. Kiitos! Zikomo kwambiri! Asante sana, Ye dewaese
pii! Merci beaucoup! cӶm Һn bӴn! Obligado! Cam on! Kea leboga, 

Siyabonga! спасибо


