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A call to action
Sexual violence (SV) and intimate partner 
violence (IPV) are pervasive problems on college/
university campuses across the United States. 
Although anyone can experience SV or IPV, 
women and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer (LGBTQ) identified individuals are 
disproportionately impacted. Survivors of SV and  
IPV have heightened vulnerability to numerous  
negative health outcomes, including anxiety and  
depression, migraines/headaches, sexually 
transmitted infections (including HIV), unintended 
pregnancy and poor reproductive health care 
(relative to those unexposed to violence). 

Further, college students who experience SV/IPV are 
uniquely at risk for additional adverse consequences. 
For instance, women sexually assaulted during their 
first semester of school tend to have lower grade 
point averages than women not assaulted, and one 
in three survivors of SV/IPV will transfer or drop out 
of college altogether. Additionally, college women 
with histories of partner violence, relative to those 
with no such history, are more likely to experience 
reproductive coercion (i.e., pregnancy coercion, 
birth control sabotage, etc.), increasing likelihood 
of unintended pregnancy. It is imperative that 
colleges/universities employ strategies to account 
for students’ experiences of violence by improving 
awareness, response, and prevention programs and 
policies surrounding all forms of violence against 
women, LGBTQ, undocumented students and other 
key individuals and groups with unmet needs.

Opportunity
The University of California (UC), made up of ten 
campuses across the state, strives to be a national 
leader in addressing and preventing sexual violence, 
assault, stalking, dating violence and IPV. In 2014, 
UC President Janet Napolitano formed a system-
wide UC Task Force to prevent and respond to 
sexual violence and assault at all ten campuses. 
After three years of dedicated effort, the Task Force 
has created a system-wide website; established 
CARE: Advocate Offices for Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence and Sexual Misconduct at each 
campus; established sexual violence “response 
teams” at each campus; adopted system-wide 
standards of investigation and adjudication; and 
Implemented comprehensive training/education 
plans at all campuses. Notwithstanding the value 
of the UC Task Force’s successes, key gaps remain, 
including: 

• Lack of robust and consistent prevention 
programming for students across the UC 
campuses. 

• Lack of empirical data on the magnitude of 
sexual violence, stalking, harassment and IPV 
and identification of key populations across the 
system who have unmet needs.

• Lack of monitoring and evaluation on the 
acceptability and impact of the established UC 
sexual violence response teams, campus-based 
advocate offices and other SV/IPV prevention 
programs across each of the campuses.
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• Student health services across the ten campuses 
lack specific, systematic approaches for 
preventing, educating and responding to sexual 
violence and coercion and intimate partner 
violence.

In response to the gaps identified, the Women’s 
Health, Gender, and Empowerment Center of 
Expertise, of the University of California Global 
Health Institute, plans to implement multiple 
activities that are critical to effectively preventing 
and responding to sexual violence and IPV at UC. 
These are to:

• Evaluate and improve violence prevention and 
education program infrastructures, particularly 
at campuses lacking mature and evidence-based 
programs.

• Identify prevalence of SV/IPV and key populations 
with unmet needs from current programs. 

• Evaluate the impact and improve the quality 
of sexual violence response teams and CARE 
advocate services available to campus-based 
survivors of sexual violence, IPV and other forms 
of trauma.

• Pilot test and assess the feasibility of implementing 
interventions for addressing sexual violence, IPV 
and reproductive coercion at the student health 
clinics on the ten UC campuses.

Vision for the future
The proposed UC-based project is Phase One of a 
larger planned global initiative. Sexual violence and 
IPV are widespread problems at colleges and  
universities worldwide. Our COE aims to build an  
evidence-base for campus sexual violence programs 
and policies that can be replicated and taken to 
scale in the US and internationally. Phase Two 
(after securing funding for and initiating the cur-
rent, UC-focused project) will involve collaboration 
with at least three international university partners 
(potentially in Africa, Asia and Latin America/the 
Caribbean) to support their assessment of campus- 
based sexual violence/IPV and subsequent design 
or improvement of school policies to prevent and 
respond to violence and assault.

About us
The mission of the Women’s Health, Gender, and 
Empowerment Center of Expertise is to promote 
justice and transformative scientific and program-
matic advances to reduce gender and health 
inequities. Grounded in human rights principles, our 
approach is transdisciplinary and action-oriented. 
Our focus spans public health, medicine, economics, 
social and behavioral science, education, law 
and human rights. Our vision is a world in which 
equitable gender norms lead to healthy and  
empowered women and girls. Our expectation is not 
only to advance research and training in women’s 
empowerment, but to transform gender relations 
and impact women’s empowerment, throughout the 
University of California system and abroad.
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Visit our website
ucghi.universityofcalifornia.edu/ 
centers-of-expertise/ 
womens-health-gender-and- 
empowerment

Contact us
Jennifer Wagman, PhD, MHS
Signature Project Director
UCGHI Women’s Health, Gender, 
and Empowerment Center of Expertise
jwagman@ucsd.edu
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