
ECPAT International
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Position:
Location:
Starting date:
Duration:
Reports to:

SITAN South Africa Coordinator 
South Africa (preferably Pretoria/Johannesburg area)
asap
Six Months
Regional Coordinator for Africa

Overall Purpose of the Consultancy

Six-month consultancy to coordinate  the Situational Analysis research on Sexual Exploitation of
Children (SEC) in South Africa.

ECPAT is seeking to contract the services of a consultant to lead and coordinate the work of a multi-
disciplinary working group set up  to undertake a situational analysis (SITAN) aimed at establishing the
current incidence and prevalence of SEC in South Africa.

Background

ECPAT International is an international NGO network whose work is fully dedicated to realising the right of
each child to protection from all forms of sexual exploitation. The ECPAT network consists of 102 Members
working at national and local levels in 93 countries. The vision of ECPAT is the realisation of the right of all
children to live free of all forms of sexual exploitation which includes children exploited in prostitution, child
sexual abuse materials, child trafficking for sexual purposes and the sexual exploitation of children in travel
and tourism. ECPAT Members are involved in the implementation of various initiatives to protect children at
local and national levels. The ECPAT Secretariat, based in Bangkok, Thailand, provides technical support,
research and information. It also represents and advocates on key issues at the international and regional
levels on behalf of the network. 

As in many other countries around the world, children in South Africa are vulnerable to sexual exploitation,
including through prostitution, child sexual abuse materials, trafficking and sexual exploitation in travel and
tourism.  This  vulnerability  is  due  to  a  variety  of  factors  including  demographic  and  economic
considerations, gender inequality and gender based violence, HIV/AIDS, low level of literacy and harmful
traditional practises, beliefs and evolving social norms.

The violation of children’s rights in the form of abuse and exploitation had been a national concern for
several years in South Africa. Against this background, South Africa has along with many other countries,
obligated itself towards the protection of children from maltreatment, degradation and all forms of sexual



exploitation by incorporating specific  legal  provisions  in  its  positive  legislation and by ratifying various
international legal instruments that seek to protect the rights of children. International legal instruments
ratified by South Africa include the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography (Department of Social Development, 2015).  At national level, South Africa articulated this
commitment through the Constitution, which gave rise to the development of various legislative instruments
such as the Children’s Act (No. 38 of 2005) as amended. This is one of the paramount statutes for the
protection of children, as well as the Prevention and Combating of Trafficking in Person’s Act (No 7 of
2013). 

However, government alone cannot address this problem. Criminalization of various conducts labeled as
child sexual abuse is only one, though clearly indispensable answer to the problem. There is a need for a
comprehensive  approach  that  supports  a  multi-agency  approach,  including  the  involvement  of  law
enforcement  agencies,  agencies  working  with  children,  private  industry,  and  other  agencies  from civil
society.

During the lead up to the SITAN, ECPAT International held several consultative meetings with all partners
to establish a unified front to eliminate SEC. Two  SITAN Advisory meetings with stakeholders including
UNISA,  UNICEF S.A, CRNSA, Childline S.A,  Save the Children S.A,  S.A Law Reform Commission,  S.A
Police Services and S.A Department of Social Development were also organized in March and May 2018.
Participants agreed to contribute to the drafting of the SITAN by submitting research papers, surveys and
interviews in light of this research.

ECPAT  International  is  seeking  to  contract  the  services  of  a  consultant  to  lead  and  coordinate  the
production  of  a  comprehensive  written  report  with  country  specific  findings  based  on  primary  and
secondary  data  and  research  papers  gathered  from relevant  government  ministries,  agencies,  NGOs,
academics and the private sector on the current situation of SEC in South Africa. An inclusive SITAN will
lead to the development of a national coalition working to eliminate SEC by generating commitment by all
stakeholders to follow-up on the recommendations identified during the process.

Specific Responsibilities

 Gather feedback from all SITAN stakeholders including relevant government ministries, agencies,
NGOs, academics and the private sector on the current situation of SEC in South Africa in order to
use as a base to create effective, realistic, evidence-based interventions. 

 Identify emerging trends, investigate and analyse the magnitude, nature, context and trends of the
sexual exploitation of children in South Africa with the aim of providing input to the SITAN.

 Facilitate  communication  and  learning  among  all  SITAN  stakeholders,  external  partners  and
ECPAT International on the ongoing SITAN research and related policy issues.

 Support and initiate regular communication with and among members of the SITAN Advisory Group
and organise and facilitate regular Advisory Group meetings



 Ensure individual members of the Advisory Group and other stakeholders that are committed to
contribute to the SITAN are following through with their commitment.

 Compile  and  condense  the  various  contributions  from  the  Advisory  Group  and  the  individual
stakeholders into the overall report and ensure they read as one document.

 Oversee and guide the production of a comprehensive written report (SITAN) with national specific
findings based on primary and secondary research data in order to inform policy development and
strengthen national legal frameworks.

 Map  relevant  organisations,  potential  partners  and  agree  on  specific  recommendations  for
developing a SEC network in South Africa. 

 Generate  firm  commitment  from  all  stakeholders  and  mobilise  duty-bearers  for  coordinated
approach in eliminating SEC based on the final recommendations from the SITAN. 

 Coordinate the design, layout and printing of the final report.
 Prepare different communication materials for the launch of the final report (such as slides, press

releases, etc.)
 Lead on organising the launching event in collaboration with the Advisory Group

Profile    

Qualifications:

 Master’s degree in social science or related field; doctoral degree preferred 
 Specialised training in child protection, social welfare policy or other relevant discipline 
 At least five (5) years of progressively responsible experience in conducting and managing social

science research and policy analysis in a field related to child protection and SEC
  Demonstrated knowledge and application of qualitative and quantitative methodologies, ethical

principles and quality standards relevant to research concerning SEC 
 Theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  human  rights,  child  rights  and  sexual  exploitation  of

children in South Africa and Southern Africa. 
 Fluency in English, including demonstrated excellent writing skills.

Competencies: 

 Demonstrated commitment to ECPAT’s mission and values 
 Strong communication (written and verbal) and presentation skills
 Strong networking skills
 Strong drive for results 
 Ability to manage multiple priorities and meet deadlines 
 Demonstrated  capacity  to  work  with  multisectoral  stakeholders  including  SCOs,  NGOs,  UN

agencies and governmental institutions. 

Supervision



The consultant will report to the Regional Coordinator for Africa.

Contract Duration and Arrangements

The consultancy will be full time for six months with starting date to be confirmed, preferred as soon as
possible.
The candidate  is  expected to  be based in  South Africa  and work from home (and should  have legal
residence in South Africa).
To apply, please e-mail your cover letter and CV with your name and the position title in the subject line to
vacancy@ecpat.net    Please indicate expected fee in the cover letter.

Closing date: 15 May 2018
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