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Violence against women (VAW) is a global phenomenon that undermines the 

and ubiquity.  

et al, 2021). 
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in LMICs are providing funding (i.e. whether the focus is on criminal legal  

 
 

the resources allocated to LMICs towards the purpose code “ending violence  
 

• A globally disseminated online survey targeted at both donors and  
researchers; and

 
 

key stakeholders in each country. 

The task of tracking investment in research on VAW in LMICs is mammoth and 
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funding for VAW research comes 

number of donors. The interviews 

example, no government funding 
was being invested in research due 

of both countries. 

Countries.1  
Funders surveyed suggested that the key recipients of their funding towards research 

consultants. 

While funded research spans a range of focus areas, most key informants indicated 
in their survey responses that they mostly fund or receive funding for research on 

1
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The funding ecosystem needs an overhaul. It is encouraging that an increasing amount 

 

 

  
 

 

 
• Advocate for research on VAW to be included in the planning processes of   

 
 

and ensure this is adequately resourced.

 

 
must promote diversity and equity in terms of who receives funding to do  
research as well as in terms of what is being researched.
 

 

achieved and advocate for these resources.
  

 
  

 
how to fund research on VAW.
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Violence against women (VAW)2

women, it is of the utmost importance that the best available evidence informs these 

2021). It is therefore important to map and analyse the status of funding for research 
on VAW.  

challenges and gaps in our current knowledge of the money being invested into 

recipients of funding for research on VAW in LMICs is extremely limited (Amarante, 

readily available to map what kind of research on VAW is funded, how decisions are 

funding.

The need for funding towards gaining a comprehensive understanding of VAW, 

prevent VAW and provide adequate services for survivors. The recently published 

This report seeks to map and understand the current streams and gaps in funding, 

 2 SVRI understands violence against women as including all women in all of their diversity. 
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provide an overview of the status of funding for research on VAW in LMICs, highlight 

unequal access to funding for research on VAW.

 

 
in LMICs are providing funding (e.g. whether the focus is on criminal legal  

• To propose possible strategies to improve access to funding for research on   
 

programme implementers and policy makers in LMICs. 

The following structures were established to guide the study  
(see Appendix A for details):

The 

of 
the study and research methods, sourcing material for the literature review, linking 

 
and informed the way in which we both thought about and approached  
the study.
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Methods

 
This includes: 

 
 

towards ending violence towards women;
• A globally disseminated survey targeted at both donors and researchers; and
• Four case studies of the funding ecosystems in South Africa, Colombia,  

 
 

The task of tracking investment in research on VAW in LMICs is mammoth and 

resources, several parameters were agreed upon with the guidance of the Research 

impact of VAW. With regards to the type of research falling within the scope of the 

 
consequences and costs of VAW, including research focused on the broad  

 
 

 
requirements and to which they meet the needs of survivors.

 
of physical and mental health services provided by the health and social  

 
by VAW. 



PAGE 13

 
 
 

economic empowerment, provision of general mental health services,  
urban design, etc.

 
 

 

 

served to limit the scope of inquiry and amount of data to be analysed. That being 

towards research on VAW. 

the inclusion of team members who speak Spanish and could conduct interviews 

both Spanish and French.  
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3

(15180)4

 
this purpose code is included in the data collected using the ‘gender equality  

 

Notably, the dedicated purpose code for ending violence against women and girls is 

• Although most of the major donor countries have taken up the use of the  
purpose code, certain donor countries (notably France) appear to not yet have  
done so. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

code, despite donors having allocated money to relevant projects (Jaeger, et  
 

purpose codes, others are not coded at all.

range of projects that have the goal of ending violence against women and girls. 

3

4
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a clearer picture of current spending can be produced by combining data from 

Thomas, 2020). Consistent with this, the present report supplements project data 
categorised under purpose code 15180 with a keyword search through the long 

the data,5 but including ‘projects and programmes, cash transfers, delivery of 

6

meet the following criteria: 

2019, the most recent year with complete data coverage.7 This comprises data for 

• Violence sexiste
• Violencia de genero
• Violence against women
• Violence contre les femmes
• Violencia contra las mujeres

contains at least one of the following key terms: 
• Research
• Study
• Recherche

5

7

6
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It is important to note that this is an imperfect methodology for determining 

do suggest a predominant focus on research on VAW, in other cases there is only 

of resources towards VAW research. Therefore, on the one hand, there are many 
projects of possible interest that do not fall under the dedicated purpose code, 

the purposes of research. Some VAW projects may be primarily and explicitly 

research, two surveys were developed and widely disseminated online through 
Survey Monkey. They were tailored to elicit responses from funders and grant 

research; donor pressures and requirements; research advocacy; and longitudinal 

social media and reached out to those in our professional networks. Crucially, 

 The survey disseminated to funders received 13 responses in 

broad spectrum of funders within the funding ecosystem: 5 funders categorised 
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 The survey disseminated to grant recipients received 47 

approached and those to whom they forwarded the links to the surveys may not 

serious challenge, which was raised by several respondents, was that they could 

data was not disaggregated in such a way as to make it possible to isolate funding 

Case studies 

of funding streams to research on VAW at a country level. For strategic and 

Lebanon were selected as the case study countries. The case studies seek to 

 
(as well as the amount of money invested); 

 

 

 
these processes. 
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annual reports, annual performance plans and strategic plans, as well as quarterly 

VAW; and (b) money spent by governments in doing their own research on VAW. 

issues of access, purposive sampling was used. In short, respondents who were 
accessible were selected for interviews.  Snowball sampling was then employed 
as respondents referenced other relevant stakeholders to be interviewed. Ten 
interviews were conducted in each case study country, which informed the social 

of the interviews.

allocated towards VAW research. Key informants were largely unable to determine 
the amount allocated to research to VAW because research was mostly embedded 

surrounding funding for VAW research. 
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OECD data

purpose code 15180 has almost quadrupled since it was introduced in 2016. Since 

to what extent this represents a real increase in funding dedicated to ending 

Figure 1: Trends in ODA funding to developing countries under purpose code 15180

research. Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Channels of ODA to developing countries under purpose code 15180

 disbursements 
to VAW  in 2019 to a total of

. We then searched within these disbursements 

 Figure 3. 
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The amount of money allocated towards research in our case study countries 

•  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
total of  

 
 

 Notably, this is a far larger share than for any of  the 
 

 
growth and their commitment to providing infrastructure for science,  

 
•  

 
 

 
 

under this purpose code in 2019.  
 

 
•  

 
over the next two years, before increasing massively in 2019, to 8.19 million  
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study countries, which showed that both 

extract from an interview:

So basically, I am a project lead of three projects, and under these projects I have 

8

trying to get to a number?  

8

funding on global aid databases, to which the majority answered no. Figure 4.

 

NO
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N RESEARCH ON VAW FUNDING 

1 1 000 000

2 100 220

1

1 0

1 33 893

5 8 002 034

1

1 11 145 353

13

next two years, 5 of the 13 respondents said that they intended to increase the 

they did not intend to increase the amount. Figure 5. This is somewhat surprising, 

that more research on VAW is needed and that funding towards research on VAW 
does not currently meet the need. Figure 6.

Figure 5:  
 

increase  
funding  

research
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N RESEARCH ON VAW FUNDING 

Academic Inst. in a  4 3 981 999

Academic Inst. in a  4 424 248

1 1 000

Feminist Advocacy Network 1 25 000

6 1 883 519

15 817 889

1 351 944

7 312 176

8 0

47
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From the table above, we see that for grant recipients based at academic 

VAW funding. This makes sense, given the nature of their work. In other cases, it 

research on VAW.  

and Australia. Figure 7.
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89% of researchers and 92% of funders either agreeing or strongly agreeing with 
this statement. Figure 9.
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(10), and government departments (8), with smaller numbers of the other types. 

Figure 10.

According to a key informant from Lebanon: 

 

not being linked to an overall plan for research on VAW. This was the case even 

study countries.9 Moreover, as revealed by key informants from all the case study 

provision or salaries, as opposed to research.

9
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10

In our survey, funders suggested that the key recipients of their funding towards 

10
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The funded research spans a range of focus areas. Survey responses from donors 

respondents also selected “other”, specifying the following focus areas: research on 

Like donor respondents, the grantee survey respondents also reported the key 
focus of research was on  For those respondents 

to VAW. Figure 13.
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cost analysis of violence against women, and 25 selected structural/upstream 

several gaps that exist within research on VAW. These covered a broad range, but 
largely included: 

 

• The root causes and structural drivers of violence and ways to address these; 
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We asked key informants about the challenges faced in doing research on VAW. The 

social issues such as high levels of poverty and inequity. Many obstacles derive from 

donors considering other issues. In Lebanon, this was exacerbated by the collapse 

a researcher in Lebanon: 

 

(34%). In contrast, donors were largely neutral (58%), with 25% of donors agreeing 
with the statement. This indicates that funders may not be aware of the extent to 



PAGE 32

control over the areas of focus, given that most responded to calls for proposals. 
This is illustrated in the following extract from a key informant based at a university:

reported a sense of ownership of their research. In response to the statement, 

agreed or strongly agreed. Figure 15.
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The interviews with key informants revealed that funding for research on VAW is 

interview with a researcher based at a university:

This links with the debate around the necessity of ongoing research in the  
face of pressing immediate issues that arguably require service delivery  

That being said, both funders and grantee survey respondents responded similarly 

majority of both either disagreed or strongly disagreed. Figure 16.
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are at a disadvantage both in terms of the resources available to them to conduct 
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so. This may be because the funding11 recipients who responded to this survey were 

power dynamics within these partnerships. The following extract from an interview 
with a researcher encapsulates this:

11
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12

“having 

 
 

12
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to both programming and research on VAW. This lack of accountability of donors, 

research on VAW. 

projects and their ability to have a tangible impact.

the costs dedicated to VAW are not standalone line items but are instead integrated 
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Therefore, it is uniquely challenging to ascertain whether and how much funding is 

donors. 

evidence. Not only is there a paucity of evidence, but where the evidence does exist 

and advocates living in and working to understand and address VAW in LMICs do 
not have the power to determine what gets studied, how it gets studied, who 
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According to a key interview informant in South Africa, 

 
LMICs 

et al 2021; Chersich et al 2016).

in the context of a developmental and/or humanitarian crisis, research was not a 

are dominant, the government was forced to respond to pressure for greater 
investment in VAW following civil society marches in 2018 and 2019. In Colombia, 

simmering fury over police violence amid growing inequality and disparity with 



PAGE 40

13

banking system.  All our key informants in Lebanon noted that the government had 

impact of the pandemic on VAW (18% of the grantees in our survey indicated that 
funding was being made available to this research), there seemed to be a broader 

have come across relevant calls and succeeded in accessing funds.

 

research agenda, governing the decisions about what kind of research is supported. 
A key informant from Lebanon expressed this as,  
 

13 
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The consequence is that the research methods and outcomes of knowledge 
produced become incomplete; they are more of a response to concerns of actors 

14

et al. 2017). According to a researcher in South Africa, 

“

 

 

 14

15

and VAC research in LMICs.15

to generate baseline data against which it is possible to measure progress made on 

For those working in the area of VAW, it would seem that the case for greater 

purpose code 15180 was allocated to research on VAW and that the case study 

market a business case for increasing investment in research on VAW.
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money is invested in research. It will also require work on developing shared  
 

 
 

including relevant issues, sectors, and what is being funded; the allocated  

• Ideally, tracking mechanisms should be set up at micro, meso and macro  
 
 

 
 

database and encouraging consistent use of the relevant purpose codes. 

 
 

 

• To make the data useful for those with more specialised interests than 
 

 
broad overall focus but also all the major project components. This will make  
it possible to conduct more complete keyword searches, leading to more  
informed analysis and greater accountability. 

 
 

• Integral to the development of a case for increased investment in research on  
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research on VAW can end up being higher in cost and lower in dividends.  
 

 
to tackle the immense problem of VAW, especially in LMICs where its  

 
 

 

 
 

invest more in research on VAW, it must be incorporated into planning,  
 

 
budgeted for and funded are poorly designed or implemented, increased  

 
 

research on VAW, none of them were: 
 

 
VAW as a priority must therefore include budgets allocated to this area of work.

1. Make a case for why it is necessary to invest in research on VAW.

2. Advocate for research on VAW to be included in the planning processes of 

VAW and ensure that this is adequately resourced.

in the research must be held in sight. Within the language of a ‘knowledge 

sources (i.e. surveys and key informant interviews). Accountability to research 
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who receives funding to conduct research; and the second pertains to ensuring 

contextually relevant understanding of VAW as a social, economic, and policy issue 

empowerment and local ownership of research and outcomes, which should ensure 

 
 

 
partnerships.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
16  

 

 16

must promote diversity and equity in terms of who receives funding to do 
research as well as in what is being researched.
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Most respondents emphasised that research should not be done for the sake of 

disseminated, shared, and used. Key issues to consider here include the following:

 
uptake. This work should ideally be included in research budgets.

 
 

 
 

 
technology such as cell phones). 

 
 

 
should be inextricably linked to advocacy campaigns. 

ensure that this is achieved and advocate for these resources. 

“funding that is grounded in feminist principles, acknowledges, and addresses power 

17

17
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In spite of the challenges of tracking funds for research on VAW in LMICs, the 

for funding towards gaining a comprehensive understanding of VAW, including 
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