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 Violence against women is a priority global concern especially during the COVID-19  
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TOPIC IS IT ETHICALLY VIABLE TO PROCEED WITH REMOTE RESEARCH? RESPONSE ACTION

1

Is this research likely to lead to actionable �ndings? In other words, will 
collecting this data generate learning that can be clearly interpreted 
and meaningfully applied to VAW-related policies, services, and/or 
programming?

IF NO

NOT  
ADVISABLE  

TO 
PROCEED

2 Could the research be postponed and carried out post COVID-19, for 
instance using a retrospective approach? IF YES

3
Is there existing data we can draw on to address the research questions? 
Note that service data is not a reliable proxy for  
prevalence of VAW (see Box 1).

IF YES

4
Do you have existing experience using the research methods under 
consideration (quantitative, qualitative, participatory, etc.) to collect data 
on VAW?

IF NO

5
Are you prepared to address the additional safety concerns related 
to remote research (privacy, con�dentiality, establishing trust, etc., as 
further discussed in Section III)?

IF NO

6

Do you have an up-to-date referral list (e.g., developed or revised since 
COVID-19) to refer women who disclose violence or are otherwise 
unsafe? Have you con�rmed that these services are functioning properly 
and currently accessible (either in-person or remotely)? Is there a plan for 
reassessing this periodically/as needed?

IF NO

7
Have you adequately considered the wellbeing of your research team, 
including their potential exposure to COVID-19 (as further discussed in 
Section III)?

IF NO

8
Do you have the expertise and logistical support needed (e.g., in-person 
or virtually) to safely and adequately provide training for the team, 
including a module on remote engagement?

IF NO

9
Have you secured ethical approval for the research, or (if the study was 
previously approved) submitted an amendment for the pivot to remote 
methods?

IF NO

10 Are all partners in agreement about the importance of moving  
forward with this research during COVID-19? IF NO
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ATTRIBUTES
VIDEO CALL 

(Zoom, Skype, 
 FaceTime, 

WhatsApp, etc.)

AUDIO CALL  
(mobile or �xed-line 

phone)

INTERACTIVE  
VOICE  

RESPONSE  
(automated   

phone survey)

PHONE-BASED 
SURVEY 

(SMS, WhatsApp)

ONLINE  
SURVEY 

(Survey Monkey, etc.)

Self-administered

Interviewer administered

Requires internet access 
via smartphone/tablet/
laptop

Requires literacy

Requires IT-literacy

Requires researcher 
training

Ability to probe/ask  
follow-up questions

Ability to address  
participant concerns 
immediately

Easily reach large number 
of participants in diverse 
geographic areas

High �exibility  
(participants can respond 
on their own time)

May improve social 
desirability bias/accurate 
disclosures

Data trail/high security 
concerns

Privacy, con�dentiality and 
other safety risks
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