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Event information

◉ Webinar: 60 mins

◉ Event is being recorded

◉ Webinar participants are muted

◉ Please introduce yourself in the chat 

◉ Live interpretation is available in French and Spanish



Launch of the SVRI Faith & GBV CoP

Agenda

◉ Opening & Welcome

◉ Why this CoP at SVRI

◉ Why is religion so relevant to addressing GBV?

◉ Discussant

◉ CoP plans for the coming year

◉ Plans for the CoP Working Groups #1, #2 and #3

◉ Q & A

◉ Closing



Speakers

Elisabet Le Roux
CoP Lead

Elizabeth Dartnall
SVRI

Veena O'Sullivan
Tearfund

Lori Heise
Prevention Collaborative

Rafael Cazarin
Chair: Evidence Building 

Selina Palm
Chair: Faith and Violence 
Against Children

Nora Elledge
Chair: Faith & GBV Communication 
& Advocacy with Policy Makers



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Objectives of the Faith & GBV CoP

• Building an international development community that understands the role of 

faith, faith actors and faith communities in GBV prevention and response and 

are able and willing to engage with faith and faith actors in addressing GBV.

• Strengthening the capacity of faith leaders from different faiths to understand 

the drivers of GBV and enable their commitment to GBV prevention and 

response in collaboration with other multisectoral stakeholders.



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

CoP events

• 5x CoP-wide virtual events over the course of the year

• 1x in-person event

• CoP events are open to anyone (even non-members)

• 3 of the CoP events will focus on sharing what the 
Working Groups have been doing

• CoP events will have Spanish and French interpretation



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Working Group 1

Focused on advancing research and policy 
at the intersection of gender, religion, and 
spirituality, with a particular emphasis on 
decolonial approaches and the 
experiences of young people in faith 
communities.



FSVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Working Group 2

Focused on exploring the important 
practical roles of local faith actors in 
ending violence against children, with a 
particular emphasis on strengthening 
their capacities in this area within the 
African continent.



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Working Group 3

Focus on identifying barriers and 
opportunities in effectively 
communicating about GBV, specifically 
between faith actors and policymakers, 
creating practical tools and resources to 
promote meaningful conversations on the 
intersection of faith and GBV



Working Group 1: 
Evidence Building

Chair: Dr Rafael Cazarin

Co-Chair: Dr Sinethemba Makanya

Project facilitators:

Leonardo Andrade (Latin America)

Nobantu Shabangu (Africa)



Focus on 3 critical areas:

1) Decolonial evidence-building

2) Policy-oriented research

3) South-South knowledge exchange

Targeting experiences & perspectives of: 

• Young people of faith

• Young faith leaders

• Youth-based faith groups

WG1 Faith & Gender CoP



✓ Thematic Round-Tables & Discussions

✓ Writing pieces

✓ Focus/Discussion Groups

✓ Sharing key events and publications

✓ Exchange of ideas and networking

First meeting: 1st of October

Members will engage in:



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Working Group 2: 
Faith and Violence Against Children

Plans for Working Group 2

CHAIR: Dr Selina Palm



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

WORKING GROUP TWO – FAITH & VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

WORKING GROUP TWO – ENGAGING THE MECHANISMS OF 
FAITH TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 

AIM: Moving from Research to Resourcing Faith Actors



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

WORKING GROUP TWO: Resourcing faith actors to help children thrive 
without violence: Co-developing and piloting a peer learning online course

• Week 1 - Why faith matters for ending violence against children: the role of spiritual capital 

• Week 2 - The lifecycle of the child & different risks of violence: the cross-cutting roles of faith

• Week 3 – Faith leaders as first responders to child violence in communities and families. 

• Week 4 – Connecting to your own inner child and the importance of child participation. 

• Week 5 – Engaging with positive faith beliefs around children and local case study examples

• Week 6 – Re-engaging with negative interpretations of religious beliefs that can do harm. 

• Week 7 – Practical tips for how faith actors can engage their spiritual capital to end VAC.

• Week 8 – Creating child-safe local religious communities in the light of child sexual abuse 

• Week 9 – A gendered lens on children-at-risk, and the cycle of intergenerational violence

• Week 10 – Placing Children at the Centre Charter  - Provision, Protection and Participation



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

WORKING GROUP TWO:WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?

• Baseline - Africa-specific focus – drawing mainly on practitioners working within the African 

continent and those with expertise in faiths, areas and themes that is relevant here.

• Level 1 - Attendance at four working group meetings and one webinar over 10 months  

share stories, learnings and challenges with peers in and from different contexts

• Level 2 - Opportunities to directly contribute and feature your specific expertise and/or 

experience in your particular context as part of the course content and/or online sessions.

• Level 3 - Opportunities to apply to be a participant on the (free) online course pilot in 2025 

as part of your own continuing professional development (SVRI certificated).

• Level 4 - Opportunities to support the Chair directly in the overall course design and 

pedagogical approach via a small Steering Committee (meeting monthly)



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

WORKING GROUP TWO:WHAT’S NEXT?

• WORKING GROUP LAUNCH – Thurs 26th September 2024. 

15:00-16:00 SAST.  Open to all who sign up for WG2.

• Google survey sent to all WG2 members for them to indicate 

their desired level of involvement and experience.

• Three WG meetings and one larger webinar over 10 months

To find out more about the detailed plans

– please join the group! 



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Working Group 3

Why do GBV discussions with policymakers often stall when faith is 
involved, and how can we continue these conversations constructively? 

Outputs will

1. Provide policymakers with the knowledge and capacity needed to feel confident and pressed to engage with religion 
meaningfully in GBV contexts.

2. Equip faith actors with skills needed to effectively communicate with policymakers and advocate for the crucial role 
faith plays in the context of GBV.

Co-chairs

Sarah Marsso: Feminist activist and Musawah’s Knowledge Coordinator. Expert in engaging 
with Islamic tradition to promote gender equality and dismantle patriarchy. 

Dr Nora Khalaf-Elledge: Gender Practitioner with 15 years of experience working with 
policymakers and a focus on religion and gender. 

First Meeting – October 9th 15:00 (SAST)



SVRI Faith & Gender CoP

Register to join the Faith and GBV 
CoP:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Resp
onsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0Kqzao
piRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5U
QzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3Vj
lHNy4u

Visit our webpage:
https://www.svri.org/svri-faith-gbv-
community-of-practice/

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0KqzaopiRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5UQzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3VjlHNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0KqzaopiRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5UQzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3VjlHNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0KqzaopiRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5UQzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3VjlHNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0KqzaopiRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5UQzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3VjlHNy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Kfmk84AAJ0KqzaopiRGpGz9Xyox2DcRFgeyGYdVsEn5UQzVXRTdXSEFVRjBGRk84VDFJR0Y3VjlHNy4u
https://www.svri.org/svri-faith-gbv-community-of-practice/
https://www.svri.org/svri-faith-gbv-community-of-practice/
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